NOAH WEBSTER.

agreed in the opinion that it is high time
to have a revision of the common version of
the Scriptures; although no person appears
to know how or by whom such a revision is
to be executed. In my own view, such re-
vision is not merely a matter of expedience,
but of moral duty; and as I have been en-
couraged to undertake this work by respect-
able literary and religious characters, I have
ventured to attempt a revision upon my own
responsibility. If the work should fail to
be well received, the loss will be my own,
and I hope no injury will be done. I have
been painfully solicitous that no error should
escape me."

It is not difficult to understand Webster's
attitude. He is a school-master in this busi-
ness, squaring Elizabethan English to suit
the regularity and uniformity of language
which have been the dream of all school-
masters. Rules without exceptions repre-
sent the unattainable ideal of mechanical
minds. Webster, vainly endeavoring to re-
duce language to an orderly system, was
also moved to secure propriety and decorum.
He seems, therefore, to have gone through
the book with his pen, transposing words